Right Hon. Philip Snowden, M.P.
If you were a Socialist of some sort you might on a charitable supposition have a hope of political salvation : if you were a Liberal or Conservative you were mercilessly damned.
Mr. Snowden, whose writings in the Press and whose local speeches had attracted some attention since he had been " converted " in the sense of the older Evangelicals, came into Blackburn as a candidate in the election of 1900 as an almost unknown man. That constituency had been a Tory stronghold for nearly a quarter of a century. The tide in 1900 was setting strongly in the Conservative direction. Yet so great was the personal impression that he made that he shook the party in power ; and when the flood came with the ebb of 1906; and Liberalism triumphed, he was returned to Parliament. His few and original supporters had been members of the Social Democratic Federation, and many cries of treason were raised when he left the patriotic Socialists and ^became the shining light of the Independent Labour Party as one member of the " Holy Trinity/5 as it was usually termed, consisting of Keir Hardie, Ramsay MacDonald, and himself. But it must always be remembered that conversion does not eliminate altogether a longing for original sin. The Salvationist sometimes remembers the taste of strong drink, and Mr. Snowden (like Mr. Henderson) started life as a Liberal. His first Budget as Chancellor was clearly a case of an author reverting to type.
No party since the Whig-Liberal-Radical Combines of the middle nineteenth century has been so heterogeneous as the present Socialist-Labour bloc, with its outer fringe of Communists shading thrdugh the Socialists of the Chair, or the Fabians,
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